SOCIALIST PROPAGANDA
1881, dealt with his ideas without mentioning his nameS^*Hi%*
Influence on world affairs was perhaps destined to be more profouBTT
and lasting than that of any other political personality throughout
the nineteenth century, but when he died on the I4th March 1883
England, with traditional blindness, knew only that a rather grubby
refugee 'foreigner* had passed away.    I much regret that I never
had the privilege of meeting him.
In due time other influences, purely English in character, began
to manifest themselves. Among the earliest of these was the
founding of the Fabian Society, which was destined to influence, to
a remarkable degree, the political thought of England during the
next generation. As I have already stated, the society arose out
of the activities of the Fellowship of the New Life in December
1883, although the word 'Socialism* did not appear on its papers
until March in the following year. 'In January 1884 "Justice,
the organ of the Democratic Federation," was founded, and in
August of that year the Federation made the first of its many
changes of name, and became the Social Democratic Federation,
or S.D.F.,'1 and from that time onward it conducted a vigorous
and sustained attack upon the principles of British capitalism.
Another influence of a temporarily effective character was the
Industrial Remuneration Conference, which met at the old Princes
Hall in London on 28th January 1885, and which had been made
possible by a donation of j£i,ooo from a Mr. Miller of Edinburgh^
The conference devoted three days to a discussion of the question:
* Has the increase of products of industry within the last hundred
years tended most to the benefit of capitalists and employers, or to
that of the working classes, whether artisans, labourers, or others ?
And in what relative proportions in any given period?'
In addition to many useful contributions to the thought of the
conference, there was a lively speech by Mr. George Bernard
Shaw, 'probably the first he delivered before an audience of more
than local importance.' In the course of his remarks he said that
'it was the desire of the president that nothing should be said that
might giye pain to particular classes. He was about to refer to a
modern class, the burglars, but if there was a burglar present he
begged him to believe that he cast no reflection upon his profession,
and that he was not unmindful of his great skill and enterprise;
his risks—so much greater than those of the most speculative
capitalist, extending as they did to risk of liberty and life—his
1E. R. Pease, History of the Fabian Society, p. 49*

